INTRODCTION
Leucas Iavandulaefolia Rees. (FamilyLabiatae) Syn. Leucas Iinifolia spreng, commonly known as Halkusa (Bengali) is a herbaceous much branched, erect or diffuse annual weed, found more or less everywhere through our India in cultivated fields, waste lands and roadsides (Anonymous, 1962) . The plant as a strong flavour and is eaten as pot-herb. The leaves are useful as febrifuge and vermifuge. The plant is also useful in loss of appetite, snakebite, headache, cold nervous disorder, old sores and wounds, dermatosis, conjunctivities and migraine. (Anonymous, 1962 , Satyabati, G.V., 1987 Yoganarasimhan, S.N., 1985; Tiwari, et al, 1979; Girach, et al, 1992; Fox R.B., 1952) . Presence of different phytochemical constituents including preparation and TLC characterization of different tinctures f this plant (Mukherjee et al, 1996) and the antibacterial efficacy of this plant has been reported from this laboratory (Saha et al, 1995) .
Considering its various therapeutic efficacy and use in traditional medical practices in India it was though desirable to fix some pharmacognostical parameters for future identification of the plant materials to explore its different phytochemical constituents and clinical efficacy.
In the present investigation, we studies different pharmacognostical profiles along with thin layer chromatographic characterization of different extracts to fix some specific characteristic feature for identification of this plant.
EXPERIMENTAL Plant Material
The plants were collected from a cultivated land of Khatra, Bankura district of West Bengal during the month of JanuaryFebruary. They were identified by the botanical survey of India, Shibpur, Howrah. A voucher specimen herbarium has been kept in our laboratory for further reference.
pages 96 -101 The plants were shade dried, powdered and passed through 40 mesh sieve and kept ready for further use.
PHARMACOGNOSTICAL STUDY
The macroscopic characters of the plant including size, shapes, colour, odour, etc of the plant were observed. (Wallis, 1985) . The ash values of the arial part of L. Iavandulaefolia were determined by pharmacopoeial methods (Anonymous, 1966) . The alcohol (90%) soluble and water soluble extractives were determined by maceration process. The extractives values of powdered leaves were measured by extracting with different solvents in soxhlet extraction apparatus and the dried extracts were obtained after evaporation of solvents in vacuo. The behavioural characters were also observed under ultra violet light at 245 nm (Raghunathan, t al, 1982) . Preliminary phytochemical tests of different extractives were performed by specific reagents. (Trease, et al, 1985 : Tyler e al, 1985 . Thin layer chromatographic characterization were also performed wit different extracts of L. Iavandulaefolia using various solvent system and spray reagents on silica gel G coated plates (Stahl, 1969) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The macroscopic characters of the plant has been shown in Table - Table-7) showed a path for isolation of different phytochemical constituents present in those extracts.
Thin Layer chromatographic (TLC) studies has also been performed with all the extractives (Table -8) which will help to isolate some constituents from the extractives of L. Iavandulaefolia, Further isolation of the active constituents and their pharmacological studies are underway in our laboratory. Petroleum ether 
